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In this theoretically rich exploration of ethnic and religious tensions, Janet McIntosh demonstrates how the
relationship between two ethnic groups in the bustling Kenyan town of Malindi is reflected in and shaped by
the different ways the two groups relate to Islam. While Swahili and Giriama peoples are historically
interdependent, today Giriama find themselves literally and metaphorically on the margins, peering in at a
Swahili life of greater social and economic privilege. Giriama are frustrated to find their ethnic identity
disparaged and their versions of Islam sometimes rejected by Swahili.

The Edge of Islam explores themes as wide-ranging as spirit possession, divination, healing rituals, madness,
symbolic pollution, ideologies of money, linguistic code-switching, and syncretism and its alternatives.
McIntosh shows how the differing versions of Islam practiced by Swahili and Giriama, and their differing
understandings of personhood, have figured in the growing divisions between the two groups. Her
ethnographic analysis helps to explain why Giriama view Islam, a supposedly universal religion, as
belonging more deeply to certain ethnic groups than to others; why Giriama use Islam in their rituals despite
the fact that so many do not consider the religion their own; and how Giriama appropriations of Islam subtly
reinforce a distance between the religion and themselves. The Edge of Islam advances understanding of
ethnic essentialism, religious plurality, spirit possession, local conceptions of personhood, and the many
meanings of “Islam” across cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patterson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Edge of Islam: Power,
Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast (e-Duke books scholarly collection.). All
type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Rene Pina:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them
is this The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast (e-Duke
books scholarly collection.).

Christi Shoup:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Edge of Islam: Power,
Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
are able to pick The Edge of Islam: Power, Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast
(e-Duke books scholarly collection.) become your own personal starter.

John Schreiber:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your



current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Edge of Islam: Power,
Personhood, and Ethnoreligious Boundaries on the Kenya Coast (e-Duke books scholarly collection.).
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