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In this bracing and original book, Geoffrey Galt Harpham argues that today’s humanities are an invention of
the American academy in the years following World War II, when they were first conceived as an expression
of American culture and an instrument of American national interests. The humanities portray a “dream of
America” in two senses: they represent an aspiration of Americans since the first days of the Republic for a
state so secure and prosperous that people could enjoy and appreciate culture for its own sake; and they
embody in academic terms an idealized conception of the American national character.  Although they are
struggling to retain their status in America, the concept of the humanities has spread to other parts of the
world and remains one of America's most distinctive and valuable contributions to higher education.

 

The Humanities and the Dream of America explores a number of linked problems that have emerged in
recent years: the role, at once inspiring and disturbing, played by philology in the formation of the
humanities; the reasons for the humanities’ perpetual state of “crisis”; the shaping role of philanthropy in the
humanities; and the new possibilities for literary study offered by the subject of pleasure. Framed by essays
that draw on Harpham’s pedagogical experiences abroad and as a lecturer at the U.S. Air Force Academy, as
well as his vantage as director of the National Humanities Center, this book provides an essential perspective
on the history, ideology, and future of this important topic.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Gwyn:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Humanities and the Dream of America. Try to face the book The
Humanities and the Dream of America as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really
feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Richard Perkins:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Humanities and the Dream of America, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

David McMillian:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Humanities and the Dream of America can be
excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

James Jernigan:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list is usually The Humanities and the Dream of America. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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