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What role did the theatre—both institutionally and literally—play in Russia’s modernization? How did the
comparatively harmonious relationship that developed among the state, the nobility, and the theatre in the
eighteenth century transform into ideological warfare between the state and the intelligentsia in the
nineteenth? How were the identities of the Russian people and the Russian soul configured and altered by
actors in St. Petersburg and Moscow? Using the dramatic events of nineteenth-century Russian history as a
backdrop, Catherine Schuler answers these questions by revealing the intricate links among national
modernization, identity, and theatre.

Schuler draws upon contemporary journals written and published by the educated nobility and the
intelligentsia—who represented the intellectual, aesthetic, and cultural groups of the day—as well as upon
the laws of the Russian empire and upon theatrical memoirs. With fascinating detail, she spotlights the
ideologically charged binaries ascribed to prominent actors—authentic/performed, primitive/civilized,
Russian/Western—that mirrored the volatility of national identity from the Napoleonic Wars through the
reign of Alexander II.

If the path traveled by Russian artists and audiences from the turn of the nineteenth century to the era of the
Great Reforms reveals anything about Russian culture and society, it may be that there is nothing more
difficult than being Russian in Russia. By exploring the ways in which theatrical administrators, playwrights,
and actors responded to three tsars, two wars, and a major revolt, this carefully crafted book demonstrates the
battle for the hearts and minds of the Russian people.
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From reader reviews:

Eddie Drennan:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Theatre and Identity in
Imperial Russia (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Tamela Campbell:

This Theatre and Identity in Imperial Russia (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) tend to be reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Theatre and Identity in Imperial Russia
(Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Theatre and Identity in Imperial Russia (Studies
Theatre Hist & Culture) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Trisha McClain:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Theatre and Identity in Imperial Russia (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture), you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a book.

Luis Poole:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Theatre and Identity in Imperial
Russia (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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