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ATURAL FORTRESSES STRENGTHENED Man is essentially a pugilistic animal and experiences a keen
sense of delight in hunting all objects of the chase, ferocious or otherwise, but the keenest undoubtedly when
upon the track of the grandest of all game—man. But at the same time though willing to inflict injury he
invariably does so at the minimum of risk to himself, deeming the preservation of his own life, the greatest of
the gifts that Nature has bestowed upon him, of the first importance. Thus it is conceivable that after the
selection of a stone or the fabrication of a club by primitive man he naturally proceeded to make a protection
for himself to counteract the effect of those weapons when wielded by others, and the shield would follow as
a logical sequence. The shield was to all intents and purposes a movable castle, since it afforded him the
means of causing the greatest amount of annoyance to his enemy, while at the same time furnishing the
maximum means of protection to himself; a definition which is appropriate to the first and latest type of
feudal castle. As a non-movable protection he would soon recognise the advantages afforded by a tree, a
rock, a fold in the ground; and the efficacy of these natural defences would suggest artificial examples where
they were non-existent. Hence the earthwork and the parapet of rock, singly or combined, may be regarded
as the first of all castellation, with an origin so remote as to be practically coeval with man's first appearance
upon earth. These simple means of defence are found in every country occupied by primitive races; in
America they are numerous and undoubtedly point to a high antiquity, and the same holds good in many
parts of Asia and Europe. In the British Isles we have a richer collection probably than can be found in any
other portion of the globe, for in the habitable districts hardly a square mile exists without some indication of
disturbance of the soil due in the majority of cases to some work of a defensive character. Earthworks are of
such a varied nature, with so many differences of contrast alike as regards shape, elevation and area, that to
the ordinary observer any classification seems impossible, and practically it is only when descriptions and
plans of the whole are aggregated for selection that they fall under different headings by presenting essential
features common to a class. Hence in late years a system of differentiation has been evolved, and the
allocation of an earthwork to a definite class is now possible. To the antiquary this is a source of keen
satisfaction, and it is hoped that to the ordinary observer it may prove one of equal interest. It should be
borne in mind that earthworks of great antiquity are found only in those districts and localities where man
could delve with his primitive appliances, and thus a classification presents itself at once in a
contradistinction between the Western and Central parts of England compared with the Southern and
Eastern. It is obvious that no primitive race, with their crude appliances, could dig into Cambrian, Silurian,
or Carboniferous rock in order to entrench themselves, and that in those localities the breastwork would
necessarily be paramount; and that entrenching would only be possible where an accumulation of detritus or
alluvium existed, that is to say, in the valleys. So that, broadly speaking, the parapet prevails in Wales and
the Midland counties and the ditch in the remaining portions. Those districts, reaching approximately from
Dorsetshire to Yorkshire and belonging to the Cretaceous formation, would therefore roughly divide the
country into two portions—the fosse prevailing to the east of it, and the breastwork to the west
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book British Castles. All type of book
would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Robert Reynolds:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this British Castles to read.

Jimmy Stone:

You can find this British Castles by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Ronald Smith:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
British Castles when you required it?
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