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A village in Sierra Leone. A refugee trail over the Pyrenees in French Catalonia. A historic copper mine in
Sweden. The Shuf mountains in Lebanon. The Swiss Alps. The heart of the West African diaspora in
southeast London. The anthropologist Michael Jackson makes his sojourns to each of these far-flung
locations, and to his native New Zealand, occasions for exploring the contradictions and predicaments of
social existence. He calls his explorations “excursions” not only because each involved breaking with settled
routines and certainties, but because the image of an excursion suggests that thought is always on the way,
the thinker a journeyman whose views are perpetually tested by encounters with others. Throughout
Excursions, Jackson emphasizes the need for preconceptions and conventional mindsets to be replaced by the
kind of open-minded critical engagement with the world that is the hallmark of cultural anthropology.

Focusing on the struggles and quandaries of everyday life, Jackson touches on matters at the core of
anthropology—the state, violence, exile and belonging, labor, indigenous rights, narrative, power, home, and
history. He is particularly interested in the gaps that characterize human existence, such as those between
insularity and openness, between the things over which we have some control and the things over which we
have none, and between ourselves and others as we talk past each other, missing each others’ meanings.
Urging a recognition of the limits to which human existence can be explained in terms of cause and effect, he
suggests that knowing why things happen may ultimately be less important than trying to understand how
people endure in the face of hardship.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The
Excursions is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Harry Oliver:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Excursions as your daily resource information.

Mitchell Smith:

The book Excursions will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book
Excursions is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site,
so you can easier to read the book.

Joseph Benoit:

You can get this Excursions by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only
simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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