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This study is about the principles for constructing polite speeches. The core of it first appeared in Questions
and Politeness, edited by Esther N. Goody (now out of print). It is here reissued with a fresh introduction that
surveys the considerable literature in linguistics, psychology and the social sciences that the original
extended essay stimulated, and suggests distinct directions for research. The authors describe and account for
some remarkable parallelisms in the linguistic construction of utterances with which people express
themselves in different languages and cultures. A motive for these parallels is isolated - politeness, broadly
defined to include both polite friendliness and polite formality - and a universal model is constructed
outlining the abstract principles underlying polite usages. This is based on the detailed study of three
unrelated languages and cultures: the Tamil of South India, the Tzeltal spoken by Mayan Indians in Chiapas,
Mexico, and the English of the USA and England, supplemented by examples from other cultures.
Underneath the apparent diversity of polite behaviour in different societies lie some general pan-human
principles of social interaction, and the model of politeness provides a tool for analysing the quality of social
relations in any society. This volume will be of special interest to students in linguistic pragmatics,
sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, anthropology, and the sociology and social psychology of interaction.
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From reader reviews:

William Ullrich:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a
book entitled Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Terrance Oneal:

The book Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave a very important thing like a book Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in
Interactional Sociolinguistics)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Politeness:
Some Universals in Language Usage (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics) has simple shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Carol Hamilton:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Politeness: Some Universals in Language
Usage (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Janet Baltimore:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Politeness: Some
Universals in Language Usage (Studies in Interactional Sociolinguistics), you are able to tells your family,



friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.
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