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Slang, writes Michael Adams, is poetry on the down low, and sometimes lowdown poetry on the down low,
but rarely, if ever, merely lowdown. It is the poetry of everyday speech, the people's poetry, and it deserves
attention as language playing on the cusp of art. In Slang: The People's Poetry, Adams covers this
perennially interesting subject in a serious but highly engaging way, illuminating the fundamental question
"What is Slang" and defending slang--and all forms of nonstandard English--as integral parts of the
American language. Why is an expression like "bed head" lost in a lexical limbo, found neither in slang nor
standard dictionaries? Why are snow-boarding terms such as "fakie," "goofy foot," "ollie" and "nollie" not
considered slang? As he addresses these and other lexical curiosities, Adams reveals that slang is used in part
to define groups, distinguishing those who are "down with it" from those who are "out of it." Slang is also a
rebellion against the mainstream. It often irritates those who color within the lines--indeed, slang is meant to
irritate, sometimes even to shock. But slang is also inventive language, both fun to make and fun to use.
Rather than complain about slang as "bad" language, Adams urges us to celebrate slang's playful resistance
to the commonplace and to see it as the expression of an innate human capacity, not only for language, but
for poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

The book Slang: The People's Poetry make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Slang: The People's Poetry to be your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Slang: The People's Poetry. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Duane Harden:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Slang: The People's Poetry.
All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Kim Heflin:

The experience that you get from Slang: The People's Poetry is the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
understand but Slang: The People's Poetry giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this Slang: The People's Poetry instantly.

Juan Gilbert:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Slang: The People's Poetry the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
previous to. The Slang: The People's Poetry giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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