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Robin Blaser moved from his native Idaho to attend the University of California, Berkeley, in 1944. While
there, he developed as a poet, explored his homosexuality, engaged in a lively arts community, and met
fellow travelers and poets Robert Duncan and Jack Spicer. The three men became the founding members of
the Berkeley core of what is now known as the San Francisco Renaissance in New American Poetry.

 

In the company of a small group of friends and writers in 1974, Blaser was asked to narrate his personal
story and to comment on the Berkeley poetry scene. In twenty autobiographical audiotapes, Blaser talks
about his childhood in Idaho, his time in Berkeley, and his participation in the making of a new kind of
poetry. The Astonishment Tapes is the expertly edited transcript of these recordings by Miriam Nichols,
Blaser’ s editor and biographer.

 

In The Astonishment Tapes Blaser comments extensively on the poetic principles that he, Duncan, and Spicer
worked through, as well as the differences and dissonances between the three of them. Nichols has edited the
transcripts only minimally, allowing readers to make their own interpretations of Blaser’ s intentions.

 

Sometimes gossipy, sometimes profound, Blaser offers his version on the inside story of one of the most
significant moments in mid-twentieth century American poetry. The Astonishment Tapes is of considerable
value and interest, not only to readers of Blaser, Duncan, and Spicer, but also to scholars of the early
postmodern and twentieth-century American poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Diego Mears:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Astonishment Tapes: Talks on Poetry and
Autobiography with Robin Blaser and Friends (Modern & Contemporary Poetics). You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book The
Astonishment Tapes: Talks on Poetry and Autobiography with Robin Blaser and Friends (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Dawn Fernandez:

This The Astonishment Tapes: Talks on Poetry and Autobiography with Robin Blaser and Friends (Modern
& Contemporary Poetics) is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Astonishment Tapes: Talks on Poetry and
Autobiography with Robin Blaser and Friends (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) can be the light food for
you because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them
feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Lisa Gregory:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Astonishment Tapes: Talks on Poetry and
Autobiography with Robin Blaser and Friends (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Astonishment Tapes: Talks on Poetry and
Autobiography with Robin Blaser and Friends (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.

Shirley Bishop:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that



reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The
Astonishment Tapes: Talks on Poetry and Autobiography with Robin Blaser and Friends (Modern &
Contemporary Poetics).
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