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The analytic/synthetic distinction looks simple. It is a distinction between two different kinds of sentence.
Synthetic sentences are true in part because of the way the world is, and in part because of what they mean.
Analytic sentences--like all bachelors are unmarried and triangles have three sides--are different. They are
true in virtue of meaning, so no matter what the world is like, as long as the sentence means what it does, it
will be true.
This distinction seems powerful because analytic sentences seem to be knowable in a special way. One can
know that all bachelors are unmarried, for example, just by thinking about what it means. But many
twentieth-century philosophers, with Quine in the lead, argued that there were no analytic sentences, that the
idea of analyticity didn't even make sense, and that the analytic/synthetic distinction was therefore an
illusion. Others couldn't see how there could fail to be a distinction, however ingenious the arguments of
Quine and his supporters.
But since the heyday of the debate, things have changed in the philosophy of language. Tools have been
refined, confusions cleared up, and most significantly, many philosophers now accept a view of language--
semantic externalism--on which it is possible to see how the distinction could fail. One might be tempted to
think that ultimately the distinction has fallen for reasons other than those proposed in the original debate.
In Truth in Virtue of Meaning, Gillian Russell argues that it hasn't. Using the tools of contemporary
philosophy of language, she outlines a view of analytic sentences which is compatible with semantic
externalism and defends that view against the old Quinean arguments. She then goes on to draw out the
surprising epistemological consequences of her approach.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Arsenault:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Truth in Virtue of Meaning: A Defence of
the Analytic/Synthetic Distinction e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism Truth in Virtue
of Meaning: A Defence of the Analytic/Synthetic Distinction as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

David Creason:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Truth in Virtue of Meaning: A Defence
of the Analytic/Synthetic Distinction is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tina McKinney:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Truth in Virtue of Meaning: A Defence of the Analytic/Synthetic
Distinction. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Kristen Blasingame:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Truth in Virtue of Meaning: A
Defence of the Analytic/Synthetic Distinction to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very
first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the book Truth in Virtue of
Meaning: A Defence of the Analytic/Synthetic Distinction can to be your brand-new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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