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At the start of this haunting memoir, Ruth McLaughlin returns to the site of her childhood home in rural
eastern Montana. In place of her family's house, she finds only rubble and a blackened chimney. A fire has
taken the old farmstead and with it ninety-seven years of hard-luck memories. Amidst the ruins, a lone tree
survives, reminding her of her family's stubborn will to survive despite hardships that included droughts,
hunger, and mental illness.

Bound Like Grass is McLaughlin's account of her own — and her family's — struggle to survive on their
isolated wheat and cattle farm. With acute observation, she explores her roots as a descendant of Swedish
American grandparents who settled in Montana at the turn of the twentieth century with high ambitions, and
of parents who barely managed to eke out a living on their own neighboring farm.

In unvarnished prose, McLaughlin reveals the costs of homesteading on such unforgiving land, including
emotional impoverishment and a necessary thrift bordering on deprivation. Yet in this bleak world, poverty
also inspired ingenuity. Ruth learned to self-administer a fashionable razor haircut, ignoring slashes to her
hands; her brother taught himself to repair junk cars until at last he built one to carry him far away. Ruth also
longs for a richer, brighter life, but when she finally departs, she finds herself an alien in a modern world of
relative abundance. While leaving behind a life of hardship and hard luck, she remains bound — like the
long, intertwining roots of prairie grass — to the land and to the memories that tie her to it.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Williams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Bound Like Grass: A Memoir from the Western High Plains.

Billy Golden:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Bound Like Grass: A Memoir from
the Western High Plains is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Billie Gould:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Bound Like Grass: A Memoir from the Western High Plains.

Donna Valdez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Bound Like Grass: A Memoir from the Western High Plains can
be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.
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