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Ordinary people don’t experience history as it is taught by historians. They live across the convenient
chronological divides we impose on the past. The same people who lived through the Civil War and the
eradication of slavery also dealt with the hardships of Reconstruction, so why do we almost always treat
them separately? In Children of Fire, renowned historian Thomas C. Holt challenges this form to tell the
story of generations of African Americans through the lived experience of the subjects themselves, with all
of the nuances, ironies, contradictions, and complexities one might expect.
 
Building on seminal books like John Hope Franklin’s From Slavery to Freedom and many others, Holt
captures the entire African American experience from the moment the first twenty African slaves were sold 
at Jamestown in 1619. Each chapter focuses on a generation of individuals who shaped the course of
American history, hoping for a better life for their children but often confronting the ebb and flow of their
civil rights and status within society. Many familiar faces grace these pages—Frederick Douglass, W.E.B.
DuBois, Martin Luther King, and Barack Obama—but also some overlooked ones. Figures like Anthony
Johnson, a slave who bought his freedom in late seventeenth century Virginia and built a sizable plantation,
only to have it stolen away from his children by an increasingly racist court system. Or Frank Moore, a WWI
veteran and sharecropper who sued his landlord for unfair practices, but found himself charged with murder
after fighting off an angry white posse. Taken together, their stories tell how African Americans fashioned a
culture and identity amid the turmoil of four centuries of American history.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Johnson:

The particular book Children of Fire: A History of African Americans will bring that you the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
see, this book very suited to you. The book Children of Fire: A History of African Americans is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Lisa Vazquez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Children of Fire: A History of African Americans why
because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Jeff Brown:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to your account is Children of Fire: A History of African Americans this guide consist a
lot of the information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Luz Cox:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Children of Fire: A History of
African Americans or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Children of Fire: A History of African Americans to make your spare
time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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