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 Africa is playing a more important role in world affairs than ever before. Yet the most common images of
Africa in the American mind are ones of poverty, starvation, and violent conflict. But while these problems
are real, that does not mean that Africa is a lost cause. Instead, as Stephen Ellis explains in Season of Rains,
we need to rethink Africa’s place in time if we are to understand it in all its complexity—it is a region where
growth and prosperity coexist with failed states. This engaging, accessible book by one of the world’s
foremost researchers on Africa captures the broad spectrum of political, economic, and social foundations
that make Africa what it is today.

Ellis is careful not to position himself in the futile debate between Afro-optimists and Afro-pessimists. The
forty-nine diverse nations that make up sub-Saharan Africa are neither doomed to fail nor destined to
succeed. As he assesses the challenges of African sovereignties, Ellis is not under the illusion that
governments will suddenly become more benevolent and less corrupt. Yet, he sees great dynamism in recent
technological and economic developments. The proliferation of mobile phones alone has helped to overcome
previous gaps in infrastructure, African retail markets are becoming integrated, and banking is expanding.
Businesses from China and emerging powers from the West are investing more than ever before in the still
land-rich region, and globalization is offering possibilities of enormous economic change for the growing
population of one billion Africans, actively engaged in charting the future of their continent.

This highly readable survey of the continent today offers an indispensable guide to how money, power, and
development are shaping Africa’s future.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Barragan:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Season of Rains: Africa in the
World. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Francine Nott:

The particular book Season of Rains: Africa in the World has a lot details on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this
book.

Barry Whitfield:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Season of Rains: Africa in the World this reserve consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Thomas Schroeder:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Season of Rains: Africa in the World or even
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Season of Rains: Africa in the World to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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