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Explores the issue of the perfectibility of nature in philosophy, psychology, and a variety of world religions.

How perfectible is human nature as understood in Eastern and Western philosophy, psychology, and
religion? Harold Coward examines some of the very different answers to this question. He poses that in
Western thought, including philosophy, psychology, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, human nature is often
understood as finite, flawed, and not perfectible—in religion requiring God’s grace and the afterlife to reach
the goal. By contrast, Eastern thought arising in India frequently sees human nature to be perfectible and
presumes that we will be reborn until we realize the goal—the various yoga psychologies, philosophies, and
religions of Hinduism and Buddhism being the paths by which one may perfect oneself and realize release
from rebirth. Coward uses the striking differences in the assessment of how perfectible human nature is as
the comparative focus for this book.

“…this is an enjoyable and wide-ranging book, and one that is sure to provoke fruitful disagreement from
scholars while introducing a complex field to students and the interested lay reader.” — Philosophy East &
West

“…a nicely balanced comparison of approaches to self-transcendence within major worldviews, both East
and West.” — Journal of Ecumenical Studies

“Coward has found the most useful question to ask in order to enhance the reader’s understanding of the
clear differences between Eastern and Western philosophies and religions. In pursuing the notion of
‘perfectibility’ through Western philosophy, psychology, and religions, and Eastern philosophies and
religions—a task he is eminently qualified to do—he brings a vast body of material into a manageable frame.
By his choice of focus and his brilliant examination of this question through many traditions, he brings forth
a new distinct point of view.” — Robert M. Garvin, University at Albany, State University of New York

Harold Coward is Professor Emeritus of History and Founding Director of the Centre for Studies in Religion
and Society at the University of Victoria. He is the author and editor of many books, including Religion and
Peacebuilding (with Gordon S. Smith) and Yoga and Psychology: Language, Memory, and Mysticism, both
also published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Palmer:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Perfectibility of Human Nature in Eastern
and Western Thought (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Donald Link:

This The Perfectibility of Human Nature in Eastern and Western Thought (SUNY Series in Religious
Studies) are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why
of this The Perfectibility of Human Nature in Eastern and Western Thought (SUNY Series in Religious
Studies) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food
but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed types. Beside that this The Perfectibility of Human Nature in Eastern and Western Thought
(SUNY Series in Religious Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Frances Fortier:

You may get this The Perfectibility of Human Nature in Eastern and Western Thought (SUNY Series in
Religious Studies) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by
written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Ann Strickland:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that



on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Perfectibility of Human Nature in Eastern and Western Thought (SUNY Series in
Religious Studies) can make you feel more interested to read.
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