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“Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field.” With those
words in Genesis, God condemns the serpent for tempting Adam and Eve, and the serpent has shouldered the
blame ever since. But how would the study of religion change if we looked at the Fall from the snake’s point
of view? Would he appear as a bringer of wisdom, more generous than the God who wishes to keep his
creation ignorant? 

Inspired by the early Gnostics who took that startling view, Jeffrey J. Kripal uses the serpent as a starting
point for a groundbreaking reconsideration of religious studies and its methods. In a series of related essays,
he moves beyond both rational and faith-based approaches to religion, exploring the erotics of the gospels
and the sexualities of Jesus, John, and Mary Magdalene. He considers Feuerbach’s Gnosticism, the untapped
mystical potential of comparative religion, and even the modern mythology of the X-Men. 

Ultimately, The Serpent’s Gift is a provocative call for a complete reorientation of religious studies, aimed at
a larger understanding of the world, the self, and the divine.
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From reader reviews:

Fannie Garcia:

The book The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of
Religion has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Michael Trumbo:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections
on the Study of Religion, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Janice Perry:

This The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion is great book for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion in your hand like keeping the world
in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
active do you still doubt that?

Robin Gilbertson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Serpent's Gift: Gnostic Reflections on the
Study of Religion can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more



than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Serpent's Gift:
Gnostic Reflections on the Study of Religion.
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