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Where do our conventional understandings of health, illness, and the body stem from? What makes them
authoritative? How are the boundaries set around these areas of life unsettled in the changing historical and
political contexts of science, technology, and health care delivery? These questions are at the heart of
Troubling Natural Categories, a collection of essays honouring the tradition of Margaret Lock, one of the
preeminent medical anthropologists of our time.

Throughout her career, Lock has investigated how medicine sets boundaries around what is deemed
"normal" and "natural," and how, in turn, these ideas shape our technical and moral understandings of life,
sickness, and death. In this book, nine established medical anthropologists - all former students of Lock -
critically engage with her work, offering ethnographic and historical analyses that problematize taken-for-
granted constructs in health and medicine in a range of global settings. The essays elaborate cutting-edge
themes within medical anthropology, including the often disturbing, inherently political nature of
biomedicine and biotechnology, the medicalization of mental health processes, and the formation of uniquely
"local biologies" through the convergence of bodily experience, scientific discourse, and new technologies of
care.

Troubling Natural Categories not only affirms Margaret Lock's place at the forefront of scholarship but, with
these essays, carves out new intellectual directions in the medical social sciences.

Contributors include Sean Brotherton, Vinh-Kim Nguyen, Junko Kitanaka, Stephanie Lloyd, Dominique
Behague, and Annette Leibing.
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From reader reviews:

Josephine McIntire:

In other case, little folks like to read book Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the Medical
Anthropology of Margaret Lock. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important a new book Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the Medical
Anthropology of Margaret Lock. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we
can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Kyles:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the
Medical Anthropology of Margaret Lock reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the Medical Anthropology of Margaret Lock as good book not only
by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its protect,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Patricia Stokes:

This Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the Medical Anthropology of Margaret Lock is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage
word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the Medical Anthropology of
Margaret Lock in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Aaron Thomsen:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the
Medical Anthropology of Margaret Lock to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy



to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Troubling Natural Categories: Engaging the Medical
Anthropology of Margaret Lock can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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