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In the decade that followed his emigration to the United States in 1851, Fitz-James O'Brien (1828-1862)
produced a steady stream of contributions to American newspapers and magazines. As short story writer,
essayist, poet, dramatist, reporter, reviewer, drama critic, and editor he won reputation as one of the ablest
young writers in New York City, displaying what one contemporary termed an 'extraordinary' talent. But
soon after his early death from complications of a battle wound, the sense of wonder at O'Brien's prolific
accomplishments began to dissipate. In 1881 his friend William Winter brought out The Poems and Stories
of Fitz-James O'Brien, a one-volume collection that spared him the oblivion that awaits even the ablest
magazine writers. That book, with reprintings derived from it, has formed almost by itself the basis for
O'Brien's lasting reputation. In the early decades of the twentieth century O'Brien continued to be admired as
the most significant practitioner in the short story in the United States of the 1850s. However, since then the
recognition of his achievement has focused on a few tales of the macabre and the supernatural. He is now
remembered in two unrelated contexts: as a colorful member of the 'Bohemian' circle that flourished in New
York City in the years prior to the Civil War, and as author of such stories as 'The Diamond Lens,' 'The Lost
Room,' and 'What Was It? A Mystery.' The present volume re-introduces the fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien to
modern readers by presenting fourteen of his works, five here reprinted for the first time, that together
suggest the development and range of his accomplishment as a short story writer. Additionally, editorial
commentary on individual stories reveals O'Brien's attunement to the fashions, fads, interests, and concerns
that manifested themselves in his adopted city and country. Though immersed in the details of his own era,
O'Brien cherished a belief that some of his writings would live beyond it. The present collection offers
evidence that, not only for his vivid contemporaneity but also for his innovativeness and technical skill, the
young author's hope for lasting memory as a writer of short fiction was well founded. The volume comprises,
first, an introduction that sketches O'Brien's literary career and traces his development as a fiction writer. The
stories appear next, arranged chronologically in the order of their publication. Each is preceded by editorial
commentary that affords information about its place in the author's career and identifies events and
circumstances surrounding its publication. O'Brien's frequent references to persons, places, books, and events
that may require identification are explained in the notes that follow each story. A bibliography and an index
conclude the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien,
1853-1860, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as
reading friends.

Helga Lever:

Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860 can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860 although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Doris Edwards:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860
was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Michael Larose:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Behind the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James
O'Brien, 1853-1860 was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Behind
the Curtain: Selected Fiction of Fitz-James O'Brien, 1853-1860 has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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