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A gripping tale of international intrigue and betray-al, Eisenhower 1956 is the white-knuckle story of how
President Dwight D. Eisenhower guided the United States through the Suez Canal crisis of 1956. The crisis
climaxed in a tumultuous nine-day period fraught with peril just prior to the 1956 presidential election, with
Great Britain, France, and Israel invading Egypt while the Soviet Union ruthlessly crushed rebellion in
Hungary.

David A. Nichols, a leading expert on Eisenhower’s presidency, draws on hundreds of documents
declassified in the last thirty years, enabling the reader to look over Ike’s shoulder and follow him day by
day, sometimes hour by hour as he grappled with the greatest international crisis of his presidency. The
author uses formerly top secret minutes of National Security Council and Oval Office meetings to illuminate
a crisis that threatened to escalate into global conflict.

Nichols shows how two life-threatening illnesses—Eisenhower’s heart attack in September 1955 and his
abdominal surgery in June 1956—took the president out of action at critical moments and contributed to
missteps by his administration.

In 1956, more than two thirds of Western Europe’s oil supplies transited the Suez Canal, which was run by a
company controlled by the British and French, Egypt’s former colonial masters. When the United States
withdrew its offer to finance the Aswan Dam in July of that year, Egypt’s president, Gamal Abdel Nasser,
nationalized the canal. Without Eisenhower’s knowledge, Britain and France secretly plotted with Israel to
invade Egypt and topple Nasser.

On October 29—nine days before the U.S. presidential election—Israel invaded Egypt, setting the stage for a
“perfect storm.” British and French forces soon began bombing Egyptian ports and airfields and landing
troops who quickly routed the Egyptian army. Eisenhower condemned the attacks and pressed for a cease-
fire at the United Nations.

Within days, in Hungary, Soviet troops and tanks were killing thousands to suppress that nation’s bid for
freedom. When Moscow openly threatened to intervene in the Middle East, Eisenhower placed American
military forces—including some with nuclear weapons—on alert and sternly warned the Soviet Union
against intervention.

On November 6, Election Day, after voting at his home in Gettysburg, Ike rushed back to the White House to
review disturbing intelligence from Moscow with his military advisors. That same day, he learned that the
United Nations had negotiated a cease-fire in the Suez war—a result, in no small measure, of Eisenhower’s
steadfast opposition to the war and his refusal to aid the allies.

In the aftermath of the Suez crisis, the United States effectively replaced Great Britain as the guarantor of
stability in the Middle East. More than a half century later, that commitment remains the underlying premise
for American policy in the region.



Historians have long treated the Suez Crisis as a minor episode in the dissolution of colonial rule after World
War II. As David Nichols makes clear in Eisenhower 1956, it was much more than that.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Miller:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Eisenhower 1956: The President's Year of Crisis--Suez
and the Brink of War will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suitable book with you?

Amy McCarter:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Eisenhower 1956: The President's Year of Crisis--Suez and the Brink of War.

Gale Gibbs:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer can be Eisenhower 1956: The President's Year of Crisis--Suez and the Brink of
War why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Alfred Leahy:

This Eisenhower 1956: The President's Year of Crisis--Suez and the Brink of War is new way for you who
has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Eisenhower 1956: The President's Year of Crisis--Suez and the Brink of War can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in
guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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