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Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan’s Pharsalia offers the most detailed and comprehensive analysis
of Lucan’s epic poem of the civil war between Caesar and Pompey to have appeared in English. In the
manner of his previous books on Virgil and Ovid, Professor Fratantuono considers the Pharsalia as an epic
investigation of the nature of fury and madness in Rome, this time during the increasing insanity of Nero’s
reign. The volume proceeds chapter by chapter, book by book through Lucan’s poem, as it unfolds the thesis
that the poet Lucan crafted an epic response to both Virgil and Ovid, the closing movement in a three act
tragedy of madness. In response to the Aeneid, Lucan raises the idea that the final ethnographic settlement of
Trojans and Italians may not have been for the best, while in response to the Metamorphoses, he explores the
idea that the immortality achieved by the poet may not, after all, prove to be a blessing. An introduction and
bibliography provide additional direction for the study of this greatest surviving work of literature from the
so-called Silver Age of Neronian literature, while the individual chapters offer in-depth bibliographical
citations and extensive annotation as a guide to further study of the poem. Lucan’s poem is revealed to be the
consummate hymn to fury, as the poet offers a return to the opening of Homer’s Iliad and the wrath of
Achilles, which is now viewed as part of an unending cycle of madness that will end only in the flames of a
global conflagration that will consume all things. The pervasive intertext of Lucan’s epic poem with his
predecessor Manilius’ Astronomica is also investigated, as the nature of Lucan’s response to both Stoic and
Epicurean antecedents is explored. Manilius’ stars are virtually sprinkled through the Pharsalia, as the
heavens offer a celestial canvas for the poet of fury to illustrate the beautiful lies that may ultimately be
shown to conceal even more seductive truths.
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From reader reviews:

Margarito Rone:

The book Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia being your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like open up and read a publication Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this book?

Ray Chung:

This Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That
Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia without we comprehend teach the one who studying it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Madness Triumphant: A Reading of
Lucan's Pharsalia can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Madness Triumphant: A Reading
of Lucan's Pharsalia having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Leonard Vega:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is actually Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's
Pharsalia. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Donna Hoffmann:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Madness Triumphant: A Reading of Lucan's Pharsalia can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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