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What did the 13th Earl of Derby, his twenty-two-year-old niece, Manchesterâ€™s Belle Vue Zoo, and even
some ordinary laborers all have in common? All were avid collectors and exhibitors of exotic, and frequently
unruly, specimens. In her study of Britainâ€™s craze for natural history collecting, Ann C. Colley makes
extensive use of archival materials to examine the challenges, preoccupations, and disordered circumstances
that attended the amassing of specimens from faraway places only vaguely known to the British public. As
scientific institutions sent collectors to bring back exotic animals and birds for study and classification by
anatomists and zoologist, it soon became apparent that collecting skins rather than live animals or birds was
a relatively more manageable endeavor. Colley looks at the collecting, exhibiting, and portraying of animal
skins to show their importance as trophies of empire and representations of identity. While a zoo might
display skins to promote and glorify Britainâ€™s colonial achievements, Colley suggests that the reality of
collecting was characterized more by chaos than imperial order. For example, Edward Learâ€™s
commissioned illustrations of the Earl of Derbyâ€™s extensive collection challenge the colonialâ€™s or
collectorâ€™s commanding gaze, while the Victorian public demonstrated a yearning to connect with their
own wildness by touching the skins of animals. Colley concludes with a discussion of the metaphorical uses
of wild skins by Gerard Manley Hopkins and other writers, exploring the idea of skin as a locus of memory
and touch where oneâ€™s past can be traced in the same way that nineteenth-century mapmakers charted a
landscape. Throughout the book Colley calls upon recent theories about the nature and function of skin and
touch to structure her discussion of the Victorian fascination with wild animal skins.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

The book Wild Animal Skins in Victorian Britain: Zoos, Collections, Portraits, and Maps can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book Wild Animal Skins in Victorian Britain: Zoos, Collections, Portraits, and Maps?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Wild Animal Skins in
Victorian Britain: Zoos, Collections, Portraits, and Maps has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Elizabeth Brown:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Wild Animal Skins in Victorian Britain: Zoos,
Collections, Portraits, and Maps as the daily resource information.

Johnny Powers:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Wild Animal Skins in Victorian Britain: Zoos,
Collections, Portraits, and Maps can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Wild
Animal Skins in Victorian Britain: Zoos, Collections, Portraits, and Maps.

Jack Lacasse:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named
of book Wild Animal Skins in Victorian Britain: Zoos, Collections, Portraits, and Maps. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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