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Though the Civil War ended in April 1865, the conflict between Unionists and Confederates continued. The
bitterness and rancor resulting from the collapse of the Confederacy spurred an ongoing cycle of hostility
and bloodshed that made the Reconstruction period a violent era of transition. The violence was so pervasive
that the federal government deployed units of the U.S. Army in North Carolina and other southern states to
maintain law and order and protect blacks and Unionists.

Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina tells the story of the
army's twelve-year occupation of North Carolina, a time of political instability and social unrest. Author
Mark Bradley details the complex interaction between the federal soldiers and the North Carolina civilians
during this tumultuous period. The federal troops attempted an impossible juggling act: protecting the social
and political rights of the newly freed black North Carolinians while conciliating their former enemies, the
ex-Confederates. The officers sought to minimize violence and unrest during the lengthy transition from war
to peace, but they ultimately proved far more successful in promoting sectional reconciliation than in
protecting the freedpeople.

Bradley's exhaustive study examines the military efforts to stabilize the region in the face of opposition from
both ordinary citizens and dangerous outlaws such as the Regulators and the Ku Klux Klan. By 1872, the
widespread, organized violence that had plagued North Carolina since the close of the war had ceased,
enabling the bluecoats and the ex-Confederates to participate in public rituals and social events that served as
symbols of sectional reconciliation. This rapprochement has been largely forgotten, lost amidst the
postbellum barrage of Lost Cause rhetoric, causing many historians to believe that the process of national
reunion did not begin until after Reconstruction. Rectifying this misconception, Bluecoats and Tar Heels
illuminates the U.S. Army's significant role in an understudied aspect of Civil War reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and
Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions in Southern History) will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Peter Clark:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and
Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions in Southern History) to read.

James Hill:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers
and Civilians in Reconstruction North Carolina (New Directions in Southern History) book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Albert Gilchrist:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Bluecoats and Tar Heels: Soldiers and Civilians in Reconstruction North
Carolina (New Directions in Southern History) can make you experience more interested to read.
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