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Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka offers a new perspective on contemporary debates
about Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism in Sri Lanka. In this book de Silva Wijeyeratne argues forcefully that
‘Sinhalese Buddhism’ in the period prior to its engagement with the British colonial State signified a
relatively unbounded (although at times boundary forming) set of practices that facilitated both the inclusion
and exclusion of non-‘Buddhist’ concepts and people within a particular cosmological frame. Juxtaposing
the premodern against the backdrop of colonial modernity, de Silva Wijeyeratne tells us that in contrast
modern 'Sinhalese Buddhism/nationalism' is a much more reified and bounded concept, one imagined
through a 19th century epistemology whose purpose was not so much inclusion, but a much more radical
exclusion of non-‘Buddhist’ ideas and people.

In this insightful analysis modern Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism, then, emerges through the conjunction of
discourse, power and knowledge at a distinct moment in the trajectory of the colonial State. An intrinsic
feature of this modernist moment is that premodern categories (such as the cosmic order) were subject to a
bureaucratic re-valuation that generated profound consequences for State-society relations and the wider
constitutional/legal imaginary. This book goes onto explore how key constitutional and nation-building
moments were framed within the cultural milieu of modern Sinhalese Buddhist nationalism – a nationalism
that reveals the power of a re-valued Buddhist cosmic order to still inform the present.

Given the intensification of the Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist project following the defeat of the Tamil
Tigers in 2009, this book is of interest to scholars of nationalism, South Asian studies, the anthropology of
ritual, and comparative legal history.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Gilmore:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism
in Sri Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or
reading a book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Kenny Crowther:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) the mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but
surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri
Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) giving you an additional experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Anne Braden:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can view
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South Asia Series) this
book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all
of you.

Warren Cruz:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
known as of book Nation, Constitutionalism and Buddhism in Sri Lanka (Routledge Contemporary South
Asia Series). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your



knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.
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