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 For Walt Whitman, living and working in Washington, D.C., after the Civil War, Reconstruction meant not
only navigating these tumultuous years alongside his fellow citizens but also coming to terms with his own
memories of the war. Just as the work of national reconstruction would continue long past its official end in
1877, Whitman’s own reconstruction would continue throughout the remainder of his life as he worked to
revise his poetic project—and his public image—to incorporate the disasters that had befallen the Union. In
this innovative and insightful analysis of the considerable poetic and personal reimagining that is the
hallmark of these postwar years, Martin Buinicki reveals the ways that Whitman reconstructed and read the
war.

 

The Reconstruction years would see Whitman transformed from newspaper editor and staff journalist to
celebrity contributor and nationally recognized public lecturer, a transformation driven as much by material
developments in the nation as by his own professional and poetic ambitions while he expanded and cemented
his place in the American literary landscape. Buinicki places Whitman’s postwar periodical publications and
business interests in context, closely examining his “By the Roadside” cluster as well as MemorandaDuring
the War and Specimen Days as part of his larger project of personal and artistic reintegration. He traces
Whitman’s shifting views of Ulysses S. Grant as yet another way to understand the poet’s postwar life and
profession and reveals the emergence of Whitman the public historian at the end of Reconstruction.

 

Whitman’s personal reconstruction was political, poetic, and public, and his prose writings, like his poetry,
formed a major part of the postwar figure that he presented to the nation. Looking at the poet’s efforts to
absorb the war into his own reconstruction narrative, Martin Buinicki provides striking new insights into the
evolution of Whitman’s views and writings.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Davis:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for us. The book Walt Whitman's Reconstruction: Poetry and Publishing
between Memory and History (Iowa Whitman Series) ended up being making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
guide Walt Whitman's Reconstruction: Poetry and Publishing between Memory and History (Iowa Whitman
Series) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book Walt
Whitman's Reconstruction: Poetry and Publishing between Memory and History (Iowa Whitman Series).
You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

James Collins:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Walt Whitman's Reconstruction: Poetry and Publishing between Memory and History (Iowa Whitman
Series) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown
for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Walt Whitman's Reconstruction: Poetry
and Publishing between Memory and History (Iowa Whitman Series) giving you one more experience more
than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Lavada Rowlett:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be go through. Walt Whitman's Reconstruction: Poetry and Publishing between
Memory and History (Iowa Whitman Series) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who
have those short free time problems.

Lewis Wade:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Walt Whitman's Reconstruction: Poetry and Publishing between Memory and History
(Iowa Whitman Series). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might



add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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