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Looks at the role of Jewish American fiction in the larger context of American culture.

In American Talmud, Ezra Cappell redefines the genre of Jewish American fiction and places it squarely
within the larger context of American literature. Cappell departs from the conventional approach of defining
Jewish American authors solely in terms of their ethnic origins and sociological constructs, and instead
contextualizes their fiction within the theological heritage of Jewish culture. By deliberately emphasizing
historical and ethnographic links to religions, religious texts, and traditions, Cappell demonstrates that
twentieth-century and contemporary Jewish American fiction writers have been codifying a new Talmud, an
American Talmud, and argues that the literary production of Jews in America might be seen as one more
stage of rabbinic commentary on the scriptural inheritance of the Jewish people.

“This study helpfully classifies a subculture of American literature.” — American Jewish History

“Ezra Cappell’s American Talmud is a brave book.” — American Literary Scholarship

“The question of the Jewishness of Jewish American writers is the central question of the genre, and Cappell
tackles this question head on. Cappell’s incisive, wise, and utterly convincing examination of the theological
underpinnings of the contemporary Jewish American imagination will surely have to be reckoned with as it
cuts against the grain of much contemporary literary criticism in the field.” — Andrew Furman, author of
Israel Through the Jewish-American Imagination: A Survey of Jewish-American Literature on Israel,
1928–1995

“With both authority and a rare kind of scholarly clarity, Cappell connects the issues of Jewish
modernity—identity, memory, nature of evil, role of God in history—between Talmud and postmodernity in
America. This book not only makes the case for the continuing habit of Jewish American writers to revisit
their religious archives, but also for cultural studies to include the sedimentation of religious culture in its
historicizing of American culture.” — Gloria L. Cronin, coeditor of Jewish American and Holocaust
Literature: Representation in the Postmodern World

Ezra Cappell is Assistant Professor of English and Director of the Inter-American Jewish Studies Program at
the University of Texas at El Paso.
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From reader reviews:

Ruby Sprankle:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that American Talmud: The Cultural
Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) book as basic and
daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Archie Beard:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline American
Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and
Culture) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish
Literature and Culture)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know previous
to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can
see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Nancy Stever:

The book American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern
Jewish Literature and Culture) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book American Talmud: The Cultural Work of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY
series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Floyd Brown:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This American Talmud: The Cultural Work
of Jewish American Fiction (SUNY series in Modern Jewish Literature and Culture) is simple to develop
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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