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In her lively refutation of modern claims about America's religious origins, Brooke Allen looks back at the
late eighteenth century and shows decisively that the United States was founded not on Christian principles
at all but on Enlightenment ideas. Moral Minority presents a powerful case that the unique legal framework
the Founding Fathers created was designed according to the humanist ideals of Enlightenment thinkers: God
entered the picture only as a very minor player, and Jesus Christ was conspicuous by his absence. The
guiding spirit of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution, Ms. Allen explains, was not
Jesus Christ but John Locke. In direct and accessible prose, she provides fascinating chapters on the religious
lives of the six men she considers the key Founding Fathers: Franklin, Washington, John Adams, Jefferson,
Madison, and Hamilton. Far from being the conventional pious Christians we too often imagine, these men
were skeptical intellectuals, in some cases not even Christians at all. Moral Minority presents unforgettable
images of our iconic founders: Jefferson taking a razor to the Bible and cutting out every miraculous and
supernatural occurrence; Washington rewriting speeches others had crafted for him, so as to omit all
references to Jesus Christ; Franklin and Adams confiding their doubts about Christ's divinity; Madison
expressing deep disapproval over the appointment of chaplains to Congress and the armed forces, and of
what we would now call "faith-based" initiatives. Enlivened by generous portions of the founders' own
incomparable prose, Moral Minority makes an impassioned and scintillating contribution to the ongoing
debate—more heated now than ever before—over the separation of church and state and the role (or lack
thereof) of religion in government.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Levi:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding
Fathers book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Juan Hinkson:

This Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding Fathers are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding Fathers can be among the great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Moral Minority: Our
Skeptical Founding Fathers giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Angie Blakney:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Moral Minority: Our Skeptical
Founding Fathers which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Tracy Brown:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding Fathers we can have more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this book Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding Fathers. You can more inviting than now.
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