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In its propaganda, the Chinese Communist Party does not deny the value of “democracy”, but it insists that
democracy in China can be only “socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics”. The most essential
nature of such “democracy” is that it is under the single-party system and it excludes multi-party politics and
competitive elections. In recent years, “Chinese democracy” has won more support because of achievements
the party has made in developing economy. This raises a question: does this “efficient” authoritarian political
system in China, even if it is not democratic, deserve applause because it can facilitate economic
development? The party also insists that it is “democratic”. But, is the party's theory of “democracy”
compatible with western democracy?

Since 1998, the party has organized some political reforms, such as “direct elections” for township
executives, “direct elections” for township party secretaries, township party congress reform and
“deliberative democracy” experiments, while maintaining single-party politics. In the party's propaganda,
some of these reforms have become party achievements in improving “socialist democracy with Chinese
characteristics”. In addition to these four kinds of party-organized reforms, another “reform” originated from
the grassroots, the participation of independent candidates in a few local people's congress elections.

This book examines these five local political reforms. It demonstrates that the four reforms instigated and
organized by the party were tightly controlled and manipulated by the party. Although some reform
measures may possibly liberalize parts of China's political mechanism, it is highly unlikely that the four
reforms will eventually lead to political democratization in China. In the fifth “reform”, which was motivated
from outside the bureaucratic system, the party took drastic measures to repress the political participation of
grassroots power. As a result, nearly all independent candidates in the local people's congress elections failed
in their attempts to gain office. The prospects for this “reform” are also poor. The book argues that all five
reforms have failed and that none will lead to China’s democratization in the near future. The book
concludes that the party’s authoritarian regime in China is by nature anti-democratic and that so-called
“socialist democracy with Chinese characteristics” is not democratic.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Denzer:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Failure of China's
Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development)? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kelsey Palermo:

The book The Failure of China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book The Failure of China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political
Development) for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide
open and read a publication The Failure of China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese
Political Development). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this book?

Brian Rocha:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated
that for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to
endure than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this
particular The Failure of China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development)
book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Elbert Lupton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The
Failure of China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development) suitable to you?
The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Failure of
China's Democratic Reforms (Challenges Facing Chinese Political Development)is the main of several books
this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a



large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this
book.
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