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In older cultures, the use of intoxicant drugs was integrated into the rhythms of socia existence and bounded
by rituals and taboos that ensured their dangerous forces were contained and channelled. In modern western
societies, by contrast, the state and the institutions of society have washed their hands of any responsibility
for assimilating the desire for intoxication into social existence, and by doing so have sponsored a free-for-all
that has often had disastrous consequences for individuals and communities alike.

Why We Take Drugs provides atimely intervention in the growing debate about the wisdom of the ongoing
‘war on drugs' . Rather than adopting the assumption that drug and alcohol use is a problem that poses a
threat to society, this book makes a case for the idea that society is a problem for intoxicant drug use and that
it is society that poses athreat, by denying those who seek intoxication alegitimate and socially sanctioned
space in which to experience these atered states. Scholarly yet approachable, it provides a new
understanding of the meaning and role of intoxicant drug use in contemporary society, setting an in-depth
phenomenological analysis of intoxication as an embodied experience within awide sociological,
anthropological and historical context. These ideas are brought to life by intimate and revealing accounts of
ordinary drug users experiences with awide range of substances.

This book will appeal to awide range of students and scholars throughout the social sciences, particularly in
the areas of drug and alcohol studies, body studies, cultural studies, anthropology and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:
LisaMorgan:

This Why We Take Drugs. Seeking Excess and Communion in the Modern World tend to be reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Why We Take Drugs: Seeking Excess
and Communion in the Modern World can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Why We Take Drugs: Seeking Excess and
Communion in the Modern World giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Peter Wright:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Why We Take Drugs: Seeking Excess and Communion in the Modern World offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Thomas Hayden:

Isit aperson who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Why We Take Drugs:
Seeking Excess and Communion in the Modern World can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais
common hot a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Alisa Gordon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
abook. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the Why We Take Drugs: Seeking Excess and Communion in the Modern World when you needed it?
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