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Marred by political tumult and violent conflict since the early twentieth century, Gaza has been subject to a
multiplicity of rulers. Still not part of a sovereign state, it would seem too exceptional to be a revealing site
for a study of government. Ilana Feldman proves otherwise. She demonstrates that a focus on the Gaza Strip
uncovers a great deal about how government actually works, not only in that small geographical space but
more generally. Gaza’s experience shows how important bureaucracy is for the survival of government.
Feldman analyzes civil service in Gaza under the British Mandate (1917–48) and the Egyptian
Administration (1948–67). In the process, she sheds light on how governing authority is produced and
reproduced; how government persists, even under conditions that seem untenable; and how government
affects and is affected by the people and places it governs.

Drawing on archival research in Gaza, Cairo, Jerusalem, and London, as well as two years of ethnographic
research with retired civil servants in Gaza, Feldman identifies two distinct, and in some ways contradictory,
governing practices. She illuminates mechanisms of “reiterative authority” derived from the minutiae of
daily bureaucratic practice, such as the repetitions of filing procedures, the accumulation of documents, and
the habits of civil servants. Looking at the provision of services, she highlights the practice of “tactical
government,” a deliberately restricted mode of rule that makes limited claims about governmental capacity,
shifting in response to crisis and operating without long-term planning. This practice made it possible for
government to proceed without claiming legitimacy: by holding the question of legitimacy in abeyance.
Feldman shows that Gaza’s governments were able to manage under, though not to control, the difficult
conditions in Gaza by deploying both the regularity of everyday bureaucracy and the exceptionality of
tactical practice.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Governing Gaza: Bureaucracy, Authority, and the Work of Rule,
1917-1967. Try to stumble through book Governing Gaza: Bureaucracy, Authority, and the Work of Rule,
1917-1967 as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Mia Shaw:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Governing Gaza: Bureaucracy, Authority, and the Work
of Rule, 1917-1967 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not very costly but this book provides high quality.

Melissa Fanning:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Governing Gaza: Bureaucracy, Authority, and the Work of Rule, 1917-1967 your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Governing Gaza: Bureaucracy, Authority, and the
Work of Rule, 1917-1967 giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Charles Steen:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have



read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Governing
Gaza: Bureaucracy, Authority, and the Work of Rule, 1917-1967 provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.
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