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A Boston Globe Best Poetry Book of 2011
Winner of the 2011 Griffin Poetry Prize
Winner of the 2011 Poetry Now Award

Seamus Heaney's new collection elicits continuities and solidarities, between husband and wife, child and
parent, then and now, inside an intently remembered present—the stepping stones of the day, the weight and
heft of what is passed from hand to hand, lifted and lowered. Human Chain also broaches larger questions of
transmission, of lifelines to the inherited past. There are newly minted versions of anonymous early Irish
lyrics, poems that stand at the crossroads of oral and written, and other "hermit songs" that weigh equally in
their balance the craft of scribe and the poet's early calling as scholar. A remarkable sequence entitled "Route
101" plots the descent into the underworld in the Aeneid against single moments in the arc of a life, from a
1950s childhood to the birth of a first grandchild. Other poems display a Virgilian pietas for the
dead—friends, neighbors, family—that is yet wholly and movingly vernacular.

Human Chain also includes a poetic "herbal" adapted from the Breton poet Guillevic—lyrics as delicate as
ferns, which puzzle briefly over the world of things and landscapes that exclude human speech, while
affirming the interconnectedness of phenomena, as of a self-sufficiency in which we too are included.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Giordano:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Human Chain: Poems publication written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Human Chain: Poems as good book not simply by
the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Charles Wilkerson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Human Chain: Poems will give you new experience in reading a book.

Angelita Estes:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list will be Human Chain: Poems. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
book you can get many advantages.

Candy Smith:

You will get this Human Chain: Poems by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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