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The practice of morality and the formation of identity among an indigenous Latin American culture are
framed in a pioneering ethnography of sight that attempts to reverse the trend of anthropological fieldwork
and theory overshadowing one another.

In this vital and richly detailed work, methodology and theory are treated as complementary partners as the
author explores the dynamic Mayan customs of the Q'eqchi' people living in the cultural crossroads of
Livingston, Guatemala. Here, Q'eqchi', Ladino, and Garifuna (Caribbean-coast Afro-Indians) societies
interact among themselves and with others ranging from government officials to capitalists to contemporary
tourists.

The fieldwork explores the politics of sight and incorporates a video camera operated by multiple
people—the author and the Q'eqchi' people themselves—to watch unobtrusively the traditions, rituals, and
everyday actions that exemplify the long-standing moral concepts guiding the Q'eqchi' in their relationships
and tribulations. Sharing the camera lens, as well as the lens of ethnographic authority, allows the author to
slip into the world of the Q'eqchi' and capture their moral, social, political, economic, and spiritual constructs
shaped by history, ancestry, external forces, and time itself.

A comprehensive history of the Q'eqchi' illustrates how these former plantation laborers migrated to lands far
from their Mayan ancestral homes to co-exist as one of several competing cultures, and what impact this had
on maintaining continuity in their identities, moral codes of conduct, and perception of the changing outside
world.

With the innovative use of visual methods and theories, the author's reflexive, sensory-oriented ethnographic
approach makes this a study that itself becomes a reflection of the complex set of social structures embodied
in its subject.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Seeing and Being
Seen: The Q'eqchi' Maya of Livingston, Guatemala, and Beyond is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Edda Allen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Seeing and Being Seen: The Q'eqchi' Maya of Livingston,
Guatemala, and Beyond book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Seeing and Being Seen: The Q'eqchi' Maya of Livingston, Guatemala,
and Beyond content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Seeing
and Being Seen: The Q'eqchi' Maya of Livingston, Guatemala, and Beyond is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Lynn Lambert:

The actual book Seeing and Being Seen: The Q'eqchi' Maya of Livingston, Guatemala, and Beyond will
bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Seeing and Being Seen:
The Q'eqchi' Maya of Livingston, Guatemala, and Beyond is much recommended to you to study. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Karen Huff:

The book Seeing and Being Seen: The Q'eqchi' Maya of Livingston, Guatemala, and Beyond has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.
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