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What are African religions? African Religions: A Very Short Introduction answers this question by
examining primarily indigenous religious traditions on the African continent, as well as exploring
Christianity and Islam. It focuses on the diversity of ethnic groups, languages, cultures, and worldviews,
emphasizing the continent's regional diversity. Olupona examines a wide range of African religious
traditions on their own terms and in their social, cultural, and political contexts. For example, the book
moves beyond ethnographic descriptions and interpretations of core beliefs and practices to look at how
African religion has engaged issues of socioeconomic development and power relations.

Olupona examines the myths and sacred stories about the origins of the universe that define ethnic groups
and national identities throughout Africa. He also discusses spiritual agents in the African cosmos such as
God, spirits, and ancestors. In addition to myths and deities, Olupona focuses on the people central to
African religions, including medicine men and women, rainmakers, witches, magicians, and divine kings,
and how they serve as authority figures and intermediaries between the social world and the cosmic realm.

African Religions: A Very Short Introduction discusses a wide variety of religious practices, including music
and dance, calendrical rituals and festivals, celebrations for the gods' birthdays, and rituals accompanying
stages of life such as birth, puberty, marriage, elderhood, and death. In addition to exploring indigenous
religions, Olupona examines the ways Islam and Christianity as outside traditions encountered indigenous
African religion. He shows how these incoming faith traditions altered the face and the future of indigenous
African religions as well as how indigenous religions shaped two world religions in Africa and the diaspora.

Olupona draws on archaeological and historical sources, as well as ethnographic materials based on
fieldwork. He shows that African religions are not static traditions, but have responded to changes within
their local communities and to fluxes caused by outside influences, and spread with diaspora and migration.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Sneed:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book African Religions: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Louise Fulghum:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
African Religions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The African Religions: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Lashunda McCloud:

This African Religions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great e-book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it
only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having African Religions: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your hand like having
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world
inside ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Kimberly Duda:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book African Religions: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you



to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide African Religions: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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