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The beating of Rodney King and the resulting riots in South Central Los Angeles. The violent clash between
Hasidim and African-Americans in Crown Heights. The boats of Haitian refugees being turned away from
the Land of Opportunity. These are among the many racially-charged images that have burst across our
television screens in the last year alone, images that show that for all our complacent beliefs in a melting-pot
society, race is as much of a problem as ever in America.
In this vastly important, widely-acclaimed volume, Kwame Anthony Appiah, a Ghanaian philosopher who
now teaches at Harvard, explores, in his words, "the possibilities and pitfalls of an African identity in the late
twentieth century." In the process he sheds new light on what it means to be an African-American, on the
many preconceptions that have muddled discussions of race, Africa, and Afrocentrism since the end of the
nineteenth century, and, in the end, to move beyond the idea of race.
In My Father's House is especially wide-ranging, covering everything from Pan Africanism, to the works of
early African-American intellectuals such as Alexander Crummell and W.E.B. Du Bois, to the ways in which
African identity influences African literature. In his discussion of the latter subject, Appiah demonstrates
how attempts to construct a uniquely African literature have ignored not only the inescapable influences that
centuries of contact with the West have imposed, but also the multicultural nature of Africa itself.
Emphasizing this last point is Appiah's eloquent title essay which offers a fitting finale to the volume. In a
moving first-person account of his father's death and funeral in Ghana, Appiah offers a brilliant metaphor for
the tension between Africa's aspirations to modernity and its desire to draw on its ancient cultural roots.
During the Los Angeles riots, Rodney King appeared on television to make his now famous plea: "People,
can we all get along?" In this beautiful, elegantly written volume, Appiah steers us along a path toward
answering a question of the utmost importance to us all.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Garcia:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
book In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture. You can add information and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Margie Turner:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture book is readable by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with
In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture content conveys prospect easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it.
So , do you still thinking In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Mary Crouch:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular In My Father's House:
Africa in the Philosophy of Culture is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Christopher McCormick:

The guide untitled In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture is the guide that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was
did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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