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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
Newsweek/The Daily Beast • The Huffington Post • Kansas City Star • Time Out New York • Kirkus
Reviews

This extraordinary collection of personal correspondence has all the hallmarks of Kurt Vonnegut’s fiction.
Written over a sixty-year period, these letters, the vast majority of them never before published, are funny,
moving, and full of the same uncanny wisdom that has endeared his work to readers worldwide.
 
Included in this comprehensive volume: the letter a twenty-two-year-old Vonnegut wrote home immediately
upon being freed from a German POW camp, recounting the ghastly firebombing of Dresden that would be
the subject of his masterpiece Slaughterhouse-Five; wry dispatches from Vonnegut’s years as a struggling
writer slowly finding an audience and then dealing with sudden international fame in middle age; righteously
angry letters of protest to local school boards that tried to ban his work; intimate remembrances penned to
high school classmates, fellow veterans, friends, and family; and letters of commiseration and
encouragement to such contemporaries as Gail Godwin, Günter Grass, and Bernard Malamud.
 
Vonnegut’s unmediated observations on science, art, and commerce prove to be just as inventive as any
found in his novels—from a crackpot scheme for manufacturing “atomic” bow ties to a tongue-in-cheek
proposal that publishers be allowed to trade authors like baseball players. (“Knopf, for example, might give
John Updike’s contract to Simon and Schuster, and receive Joan Didion’s contract in return.”) Taken
together, these letters add considerable depth to our understanding of this one-of-a-kind literary icon, in both
his public and private lives. Each letter brims with the mordant humor and openhearted humanism upon
which he built his legend. And virtually every page contains a quotable nugget that will make its way into
the permanent Vonnegut lexicon.
 
• On a job he had as a young man: “Hell is running an elevator throughout eternity in a building with only
six floors.”
• To a relative who calls him a “great literary figure”: “I am an American fad—of a slightly higher order
than the hula hoop.”
• To his daughter Nanny: “Most letters from a parent contain a parent’s own lost dreams disguised as good
advice.”
• To Norman Mailer: “I am cuter than you are.”
 
Sometimes biting and ironical, sometimes achingly sweet, and always alive with the unique point of view
that made him the true cultural heir to Mark Twain, these letters comprise the autobiography Kurt Vonnegut
never wrote.

Praise for Kurt Vonnegut: Letters
 
“Splendidly assembled . . . familiar, funny, cranky . . . chronicling [Vonnegut’s] life in real time.”—Kurt
Andersen, The New York Times Book Review
 
“[This collection is] by turns hilarious, heartbreaking and mundane. . . . Vonnegut himself is a near-perfect



example of the same flawed, wonderful humanity that he loved and despaired over his entire life.”—NPR
 
“Congenial, whimsical and often insightful missives . . . one of [Vonnegut’s] very best.”—Newsday
 
“These letters display all the hallmarks of Vonnegut’s fiction—smart, hilarious and heartbreaking.”—The
New York Times Book Review

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Ponce:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Kurt Vonnegut:
Letters suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Kurt Vonnegut: Lettersis the one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily
to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Kimberly Spradlin:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Kurt Vonnegut: Letters, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Rosie Zimmerman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Kurt Vonnegut: Letters can be fine book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Tommy Wright:

Beside this specific Kurt Vonnegut: Letters in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Kurt Vonnegut: Letters because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from
today!
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