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Before his death in 2003, Bernard Williams planned to publish a collection of historical essays, focusing
primarily on the ancient world. This posthumous volume brings together a much wider selection, written
over some forty years. His legacy lives on in this masterful work, the first collection ever published of
Williams's essays on the history of philosophy. The subjects range from the sixth century B.C. to the
twentieth A.D., from Homer to Wittgenstein by way of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Hume,
Sidgwick, Collingwood, and Nietzsche. Often one would be hard put to say which part is history, which
philosophy. Both are involved throughout, because this is the history of philosophy written philosophically.
Historical exposition goes hand in hand with philosophical scrutiny. Insights into the past counteract blind
acceptance of present assumptions.

In his touching and illuminating introduction, Myles Burnyeat writes of these essays: "They show a depth of
commitment to the history of philosophy seldom to be found nowadays in a thinker so prominent on the
contemporary philosophical scene."

The result celebrates the interest and importance to philosophy today of its near and distant past.

The Sense of the Past is one of three collections of essays by Bernard Williams published by Princeton
University Press since his death. In the Beginning Was the Deed: Realism and Moralism in Political
Argument, selected, edited, and with an introduction by Geoffrey Hawthorn, and Philosophy as a Humanistic
Discipline, selected, edited, and with an introduction by A. W. Moore, make up the trio.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Everman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific The Sense of the Past:
Essays in the History of Philosophy to read.

Edgar Workman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Sense of the Past: Essays in the History of Philosophy as
your daily resource information.

Charles Smith:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Sense of the Past: Essays in
the History of Philosophy which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Joy Carlson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Sense of the Past: Essays in the History of
Philosophy was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Sense of the Past:
Essays in the History of Philosophy has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading which.
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