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An eye-opening account of how Congress today really works—and doesn’t—that follows the dramatic
journey of the sweeping financial reform bill enacted in response to the Great Crash of 2008.

The founding fathers expected Congress to be the most important branch of government and gave it the most
power. When Congress is broken—as its justifiably dismal approval ratings suggest—so is our democracy.
Here, Robert G. Kaiser, whose long and distinguished career at The Washington Post has made him as keen
and knowledgeable an observer of Congress as we have, takes us behind the sound bites to expose the
protocols, players, and politics of the House and Senate—revealing both the triumphs of the system and
(more often) its fundamental flaws.

 Act of Congress tells the story of the Dodd-Frank Act, named for the two men who made it possible:
Congressman Barney Frank, brilliant and sometimes abrasive, who mastered the details of financial reform,
and Senator Chris Dodd, who worked patiently for months to fulfill his vision of a Senate that could still
work on a bipartisan basis. Both Frank and Dodd collaborated with Kaiser throughout their legislative efforts
and allowed their staffs to share every step of the drafting and deal making that produced the 1,500-page law
that transformed America’s financial sector.

Kaiser explains how lobbying affects a bill—or fails to. We follow staff members more influential than most
senators and congressmen. We see how Congress members protect their own turf, often without regard for
what might best serve the country—more eager to court television cameras than legislate on complicated
issues about which many of them remain ignorant. Kaiser shows how ferocious partisanship regularly
overwhelms all other considerations, though occasionally individual integrity prevails.
Act of Congress, as entertaining as it is enlightening, is an indispensable guide to a vital piece of our political
system desperately in need of reform.
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From reader reviews:

John James:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Act of Congress: How America's Essential Institution Works, and How It
Doesn't.

Robert Younger:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book Act of Congress: How America's Essential Institution
Works, and How It Doesn't seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Act of Congress: How America's
Essential Institution Works, and How It Doesn't is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Act of Congress: How America's Essential Institution
Works, and How It Doesn't. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Jerry Ingle:

Here thing why this Act of Congress: How America's Essential Institution Works, and How It Doesn't are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Act of Congress: How America's Essential
Institution Works, and How It Doesn't giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any
book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Act of Congress: How America's Essential Institution
Works, and How It Doesn't. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Act of Congress: How America's Essential
Institution Works, and How It Doesn't in e-book can be your substitute.

Valeria May:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of book Act of
Congress: How America's Essential Institution Works, and How It Doesn't. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most



crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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