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For years critics have held that literary modernism was both apolitical and solipsistic. While the former
charge began to give way with the recession of New Criticism, the latter has grown in strength as a lead-in to
the claim that postmodernism is apolitical and solipsistic. Against this backdrop, Kevin Bell surveys fiction
by Conrad, Woolf, Faulkner, West, Ellison, and Himes to show that modernism is a sharply philosophical
archive. In Ashes Taken for Fire, he argues that modernism exposes cultural identities such as blackness as
mere strategies of conforming the self into belonging. Bell’s examination pursues the question of nonidentity
through sound, silence, and gesture, treating these as technologies of reading the contradictions, breakdowns,
and erasures that constitute subjectivity. His analysis of these texts reveals that the aesthetic investigations
they perform undo the logic of cultural identity, devastating such reductive rubrics as “race” or “gender.”
Ashes Taken for Fire explores the experience of blackness in both its chromatic/ocular and “racial” registers.
For while blackness operates as a standard figural expression for disorientation, its presumably “voided”
character is reprojected in this work as an immanent force of possibility and experimentation. Kevin Bell is
assistant professor of English and comparative literary studies at Northwestern University.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of
Identity.

Barbara Baker:

Exactly why? Because this Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Ronald Malone:

This Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Ashes Taken for Fire: Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity in your hand like
having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in
ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Ann Macdonald:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.



Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Ashes Taken for Fire:
Aesthetic Modernism and the Critique of Identity.
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