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The vital place of literature and the figure of the writer in Russian society and history have been extensively
studied, but their role in the evolution of psychiatry islesswell known. In Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930, Irina Sirotkina explores the transformations of Russian
psychiatric practice through its relationship to literature. During this period, psychiatrists began to view
literature as both an indicator of the nation's mental health and an integral part of its well-being. By aigning
themselves with writers, psychiatrists argued that the aim of their science was not dissimilar to the literary
project of exploring the human soul and reflecting on the psychological ailments of the age.

Through the writing of pathographies (medical biographies), psychiatrists strengthened their social standing,
debated political issues under the guise of literary criticism, and asserted moral as well as professional
claims. By examining the psychiatric engagement with the works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, Nikolai Gogol, Leo
Tolstoy, and the decadents and revolutionaries, Sirotkina provides arich account of Russia's medical and
literary history during this turbulent revolutionary period.
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From reader reviews:
Cory Kyle:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Diagnosing Literary Genius: A
Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture), you can enjoy both. Itisfine
combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Alice Lawson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Diagnosing Literary Genius. A Cultural History of
Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture) or others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other
case, beside science book, any other book likes Diagnosing Literary Genius. A Cultural History of
Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Richard Ma:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that reading
isvery important and also book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims
Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture).

Casey Reeves:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the Diagnosing Literary Genius: A Cultural History of Psychiatry in



Russia, 1880-1930 (Medicine and Culture) when you needed it?
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