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Hilary of Poitiers (c300-368), Bishop and Theologian, was instrumental in shaping the development of pro-
Nicene theology in the West. Carl Beckwith engages the extensive scholarship on the fourth-century
Trinitarian debates and brings new light on the structure and chronology of Hilary's monumental De
Trinitate.
There is a broad scholarly consensus that Hilary combined two separate theological works, a treatise on faith
(De Fide) and a treatise against the 'Arians' (Adversus Arianos), to create De Trinitate. In spite of this the
question of when and why Hilary performed this task has largely remained unanswered. Beckwith addresses
this puzzle, situating Hilary's De Trinitate in its historical and theological context and offering a close
reading of his text. He
demonstrates that Hilary made significant revisions to the early books of his treatise; revisions that he
attempted to conceal from his readers in order to give the impression of a unified work on the Trinity.
Beckwith argues that De Fide was written in 356 following Hilary's condemnation at the synod of Béziers
and prior to receiving a decision on his exile from the Emperor. When Hilary arrived in exile, he wrote a
second work, Adversus Arianos. Following the synod of Sirmium in 357 and his collaboration with Basil of
Ancyra in early 358, Hilary recast his efforts and began to write De Trinitate. He decided to incorporate his
two earlier works, De Fide and
Adversus Arianos, into this project. Toward that end, he returned to his earlier works and drastically revised
their content by adding new prefaces and new theological and exegetical material to reflect his mature pro-
Nicene theology. Beckwith provides a compelling case for the nature of these radical revisions, crucial
textual alterations
that have never before been acknowledged in the scholarship on De Trinitate.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Deleon:

This Hilary of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to De Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian Studies) are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Hilary
of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to De Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can be one of the
great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually
with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Hilary
of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to De Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian Studies) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Irving Gaston:

Beside this specific Hilary of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to De Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian
Studies) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Hilary of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to
De Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian Studies) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from
currently!

Mary McHugh:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Hilary of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to
De Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian Studies) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Dennis Haney:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Hilary of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to De
Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian Studies) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Hilary of Poitiers on the Trinity: From De Fide to De Trinitate (Oxford Early Christian Studies) has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like



reading in which.
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