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This book provides a set of fresh and compelling interdisciplinary approaches to the enduring phenomenon
of the guru in South Asia. Moving across different gurus and kinds of gurus, and between past and present,
the chapters call attention to the extraordinary scope and richness of the social lives and roles of South Asian
gurus. Prevailing scholarship has rightly considered the guru to be a source of religious and philosophical
knowledge and mystical bodily practices. This book goes further and considers the social engagements and
entanglements of these spiritual leaders, not just on their own (narrowly denominational) terms, but in terms
of their diverse, complex, rapidly evolving engagements with ‘society’ broadly conceived. The book
explores and illuminates the significance of female gurus, gurus from the perspective of Islam, imbrications
of guru-ship and slavery in pre-modern India, connections between gurus and power, governance and
economic liberalization in modern and contemporary India, vexed questions of sexuality and guru-ship,
gurus’ charitable endeavours, the cosmopolitanism of gurus in contexts of spiritual tourism, and the
mediation of gurus via technologies of electronic communication.

Bringing together internationally renowned scholars from religious studies, political science, history,
sociology and anthropology, The Guru in South Asia provides exciting and original new insights into South
Asian guru-ship.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Hill:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Guru in South Asia: New
Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Routledge/Edinburgh South Asian Studies Series) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Yvonne Speight:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Guru in South Asia: New
Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Routledge/Edinburgh South Asian Studies Series) book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Bryan Foxworth:

This book untitled The Guru in South Asia: New Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Routledge/Edinburgh South
Asian Studies Series) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail
outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this e-book from your list.

Ronald Ruggles:

The particular book The Guru in South Asia: New Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Routledge/Edinburgh
South Asian Studies Series) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write
this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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