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The story and characters in Victor Hugo's The Hunchback of Notre-Dame  have resonated with succeeding
generations since its publication in 1831. It has tempted filmmakers, and most recently animators, who have
exploited its dramatic content to good effect but have inevitably lost some of the grays that make the original
text so compelling.
   From Victor Hugo's flamboyant imagination came Quasimodo, the grotesque bell ringer; La Esmeralda,
the sensuous gypsy dancer; and the haunted archdeacon Claude Frollo. Hugo set his epic tale in the Paris of
1482 under Louis XI and meticulously re-created the
day-to-day life of its highest and lowest inhabitants. Written at a time of perennial political upheaval in
France, The Hunchback of Notre-Dame  is the product of an emerging democratic sensibility and prefigures
the teeming masterpiece Les Misérables, which Hugo would write thirty years later.
   He made the cathedral the centerpiece of the novel and called it Notre-Dame de Paris. (It received its
popular English title at the time of its second translation in 1833.) Hugo wrote that his inspiration came from
a carving of the word "fatality" in Greek that he had found in the cathedral. The inscription had been
eradicated by the time the book was published, and Hugo feared that Notre-Dame's Gothic splendor might
soon be lost to the contemporary fad for tearing down old buildings. Notre-Dame has survived as one of the
great monuments of Paris, and Hugo's novel is a fitting celebration of it, a popular classic that is proving to
be just as enduring.

The Modern Library has played a significant role in American cultural life for the better part of a century.
The series was founded in 1917 by the publishers Boni and Liveright and eight years later acquired by
Bennett Cerf and Donald Klopfer. It provided the foun-dation for their next publishing venture, Random
House. The Modern Library has been a staple of the American book trade, providing readers with affordable
hard-bound editions of important works of liter-ature and thought. For the Modern Library's seventy-fifth
anniversary, Random House redesigned the series, restoring as its emblem the running torchbearer created by
Lucian Bernhard in 1925 and refurbishing jackets, bindings, and type, as well as inau-gurating a new
program of selecting titles. The Modern Library continues to provide the world's best books, at the best
prices.

Jacket paintings: (front) detail from Notre Dame  by Paul Lecomte, courtesy of David David
Gallery/SuperStock; (spine) Victor Hugo, 1833, by Louis Boulanger of Giraudon/Art Resource, N.Y.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Barnhart:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Hunchback of Notre-
Dame (Modern Library Classics). All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet solutions or other social media.

Maranda Shoemaker:

Typically the book The Hunchback of Notre-Dame (Modern Library Classics) has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after scanning this book.

Carolyn Brown:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is The Hunchback of Notre-Dame (Modern Library Classics) this e-book consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Victor Dinh:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Hunchback of Notre-Dame
(Modern Library Classics) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a
book and go through it. Beside that the book The Hunchback of Notre-Dame (Modern Library Classics) can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
these time.
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