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William Lloyd Garrison argued--and many leading historians have since agreed--that the Constitution of the
United States was a proslavery document. Garrison called it "a covenant with death, and an agreement with
hell." But in The Slaveholding Republic, one of America's most eminent historians, Don E. Fehrenbacher,
argues against this claim, in a wide-ranging, landmark history that stretches from the Continental Congress to
the Presidency of Abraham Lincoln.
Fehrenbacher ranges from sharp-eyed analyses of the deal-making behind the "proslavery clauses" of the
constitution, to colorful accounts of partisan debates in Congress and heated confrontations with Great
Britain (for instance, over slaves taken off American ships and freed in British ports). He shows us that the
Constitution itself was more or less neutral on the issue of slavery and that, in the antebellum period, the idea
that the Constitution protected slavery was hotly debated (many Northerners would concede only that slavery
was protected by state law, not by federal law). Nevertheless, he also reveals that US policy--whether in
foreign courts, on the high seas, in federal territories, or even in the District of Columbia--was consistently
proslavery. The book concludes with a brilliant portrait of Lincoln. Fehrenbacher makes clear why Lincoln's
election was such a shock to the South and shows how Lincoln's approach to emancipation, which seems
exceedingly cautious by modern standards, quickly evolved into a "Republican revolution" that ended the
anomaly of the United States as a "slaveholding republic."
The last and perhaps most important book by a Pulitzer-Prize winning historian, The Slaveholding Republic
illuminates one of the most enduring issues in our nation's history.
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From reader reviews:

Madge Stamps:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept The
Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the United States Government's Relations to Slavery suitable to you?
The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled The Slaveholding Republic: An
Account of the United States Government's Relations to Slaveryis the one of several books this everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Laverne Jackson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the
United States Government's Relations to Slavery, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

William Perrotta:

The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the United States Government's Relations to Slavery can be one
of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the United States
Government's Relations to Slavery however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

John McKeever:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. The Slaveholding Republic: An Account of the United States Government's Relations to
Slavery can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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