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In 1997, P. D. James, the much loved and internationally acclaimed author of mysteries, turned seventy-
seven. Taking to heart Dr. Johnson's advice that at seventy-seven it is"timeto bein earnest," she decided to
undertake a book unlike any she had written before: a personal memoir in the form of adiary. This
enchanting and highly original volume isthe result. Structured as the diary of asingle year, it roams back
and forth through time, illuminating James's extraordinary, sometimes painful and sometimes joyful life.

Here, interwoven with reflections on her writing career and the craft of crime novels, are vivid accounts of
episodesin her own past — of school daysin 1920s and 1930s Cambridge . . . of the war and the tragedy of
her husband's madness . . . of her determined struggle to support afamily alone. She tells about the birth of
her second daughter in the midst of a German buzz-bomb attack; about becoming a civil servant (and laying
the groundwork for her writing career by working in the criminal justice system); about her years of public
service on such bodies as the Arts Council and the BBC's Board of Governors, culminating in entry to the
House of Lords. Along the way, with warmth and authority, she offers views on everything from author tours
to the problems of television adaptations, from book reviewing to her obsession with Jane Austen.

Written with exceptional grace, this "fragment of autobiography” has already been received with enthusiasm
by British reviewers and readers. The thousands of Americans who have enjoyed P. D. James's novels will
be equally charmed. Diary or memoir or both, Timeto Bein Earnest isadelight.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Nathan Wilson:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
al of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Timeto Bein Earnest is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
thisera

Joseph Navarro:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Time to Be in Earnest which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Cynthia Necaise:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication Timeto Bein Earnest was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike
at this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Walter Pyle:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Time to Be in Earnest was colourful and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Time to Be in Earnest has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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