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Was human nature designed by natural selection in the Pleistocene epoch? The dominant view in
evolutionary psychology holds that it was -- that our psychological adaptations were designed tens of
thousands of years ago to solve problems faced by our hunter-gatherer ancestors. In this provocative and
lively book, David Buller examines in detail the major claims of evolutionary psychology -- the paradigm
popularized by Steven Pinker in The Blank Slate and by David Buss in The Evolution of Desire -- and rejects
them all. This does not mean that we cannot apply evolutionary theory to human psychology, says Buller,
but that the conventional wisdom in evolutionary psychology is misguided.Evolutionary psychology
employs a kind of reverse engineering to explain the evolved design of the mind, figuring out the adaptive
problems our ancestors faced and then inferring the psychological adaptations that evolved to solve them. In
the carefully argued central chapters of Adapting Minds, Buller scrutinizes several of evolutionary
psychology's most highly publicized "discoveries," including "discriminative parental solicitude" (the idea
that stepparents abuse their stepchildren at a higher rate than genetic parents abuse their biological children).
Drawing on a wide range of empirical research, including his own large-scale study of child abuse, he shows
that none is actually supported by the evidence.Buller argues that our minds are not adapted to the
Pleistocene, but, like the immune system, are continually adapting, over both evolutionary time and
individual lifetimes. We must move beyond the reigning orthodoxy of evolutionary psychology to reach an
accurate understanding of how human psychology is influenced by evolution. When we do, Buller claims,
we will abandon not only the quest for human nature but the very idea of human nature itself.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Adapting Minds:
Evolutionary Psychology and the Persistent Quest for Human Nature (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Eunice Randle:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Adapting Minds: Evolutionary
Psychology and the Persistent Quest for Human Nature (MIT Press) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or
reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Jennifer Wilson:

This Adapting Minds: Evolutionary Psychology and the Persistent Quest for Human Nature (MIT Press) is
great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great
coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Adapting Minds: Evolutionary Psychology and the
Persistent Quest for Human Nature (MIT Press) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it
is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
second right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you
still doubt this?

Ronald Cleary:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Adapting Minds: Evolutionary Psychology and the Persistent Quest for Human
Nature (MIT Press) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many



ways to get book which you wanted.
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