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"A friend in history," Henry David Thoreau once wrote, "looks like some premature soul." And in the history
of friendship in early America, Caleb Crain sees the soul of the nation's literature.

In a sensitive analysis that weaves together literary criticism and historical narrative, Crain describes the
strong friendships between men that supported and inspired some of America's greatest writing--the Gothic
novels of Charles Brockden Brown, the essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson, and the novels of Herman Melville.
He traces the genealogy of these friendships through a series of stories. A dapper English spy inspires a
Quaker boy to run away from home. Three Philadelphia gentlemen conduct a romance through diaries and
letters in the 1780s. Flighty teenager Charles Brockden Brown metamorphoses into a horror novelist by
treating his friends as his literary guinea pigs. Emerson exchanges glances with a Harvard classmate but
sacrifices his crush on the altar of literature--a decision Margaret Fuller invites him to reconsider two
decades later. Throughout this engaging book, Crain demonstrates the many ways in which the struggle to
commit feelings to paper informed the shape and texture of American literature.
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From reader reviews:

William Barnett:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this American Sympathy: Men, Friendship, and Literature in the New Nation.

Penny Stout:

The reason why? Because this American Sympathy: Men, Friendship, and Literature in the New Nation is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jane Pelley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
American Sympathy: Men, Friendship, and Literature in the New Nation the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The American Sympathy: Men, Friendship, and Literature
in the New Nation giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Antonio Ritchie:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The American Sympathy: Men, Friendship, and Literature in the New Nation will give you



new experience in examining a book.
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