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Why go to church? What happens in church and why does it matter? The Empty Church presents fresh
answers to these questions by creating an interdisciplinary conversation between theater directors and
Christian theologians.

This original study expands church beyond the sanctuary and into life. Shannon Craigo-Snell emphasizes the
importance of liturgical worship in forming Christians as characters crafted by the texts of the Bible. This
formation includes shaping how Christians know, in ways that involve the intellect, emotions, body, and
will.

Each chapter brings a theater director into dialogue with a theologian, teasing out the ways performance
enriches hermeneutics, anthropology, and epistemology. Thinkers like Karl Barth, Peter Brook, Delores
Williams, and Bertolt Brecht are examined for their insights into theology, worship, and theater. The result
is a compelling depiction of church as performance of relationship with Jesus Christ, mediated by Scripture,
in hope of the Holy Spirit.

Liturgical worship, at its best, forms Christians in patterns of affections. This includes the cultivation of
emotion memories influenced by biblical narratives, as well as a repertoire of physical actions that evoke
particular affections. Liturgy also encourages Christians to step into various roles, enabling them to make
intellectual and volitional choices about what roles to take up in society. Through liturgical worship, the
author argues, Christians can be formed as people who hope, and therefore as people who live in expectation
of the presence and grace of God. This entails a discipline of emptiness that awaits and appreciates the Holy
Spirit. Church performance must therefore be provisional, ongoing, and open to further inspiration.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Lazarus:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope.

Amelia Page:

The guide with title The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope has a lot of information that
you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Wendy Kroll:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is definitely
The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope.

Robert Wilkes:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Empty Church:
Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how
they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you could pick The Empty Church: Theater, Theology, and Bodily Hope become your own
personal starter.
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