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For Native peoples of California, the abalone found along the state’s coast have remarkably complex
significance as food, spirit, narrative symbol, tradable commodity, and material with which to make
adornment and sacred regalia. The large mollusks also represent contemporary struggles surrounding cultural
identity and political sovereignty. Abalone Tales, a collaborative ethnography, presents different perspectives
on the multifaceted material and symbolic relationships between abalone and the Ohlone, Pomo, Karuk,
Hupa, and Wiyot peoples of California. The research agenda, analyses, and writing strategies were
determined through collaborative relationships between the anthropologist Les W. Field and Native
individuals and communities. Several of these individuals contributed written texts or oral stories for
inclusion in the book.

Tales about abalone and their historical and contemporary meanings are related by Field and his coauthors,
who include the chair and other members of the Muwekma Ohlone Tribe; a Point Arena Pomo elder; the
chair of the Wiyot tribe and her sister; several Hupa Indians; and a Karuk scholar, artist, and performer.
Reflecting the divergent perspectives of various Native groups and people, the stories and analyses belie any
presumption of a single, unified indigenous understanding of abalone. At the same time, they shed light on
abalone’s role in cultural revitalization, struggles over territory, tribal appeals for federal recognition, and
connections among California’s Native groups. While California’s abalone are in danger of extinction, their
symbolic power appears to surpass even the environmental crises affecting the state’s vulnerable coastline.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Abalone Tales: Collaborative
Explorations of Sovereignty and Identity in Native California (Narrating Native Histories) to read.

Mary Olive:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Abalone Tales: Collaborative
Explorations of Sovereignty and Identity in Native California (Narrating Native Histories) why because the
great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Jackie Ballesteros:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Abalone Tales: Collaborative Explorations of Sovereignty and Identity in Native California
(Narrating Native Histories) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.

Justin Oliver:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Abalone Tales: Collaborative Explorations of
Sovereignty and Identity in Native California (Narrating Native Histories) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose
simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It
is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Abalone Tales:
Collaborative Explorations of Sovereignty and Identity in Native California (Narrating Native Histories) can
to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of



these time.
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