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"Sets Ireland's post-1916 history in its global and human context, to brilliant effect." ?Neil Hegarty,
Irish Times Books of the Year 2015

The Irish Revolution has long been mythologized in American culture but seldom understood. Too often, the
story of Irish independence and its grinding aftermath in the early part of the twentieth century has been told
only within a parochial Anglo-Irish context. Now, in the critically acclaimed Bitter Freedom, Maurice
Walsh, with "a novelist's eye for detailing lives in extremis" (Feargal Keane, Prospect), places revolutionary
Ireland within the panorama of nationalist movements born out of World War I.

Beginning with the Easter Rising of 1916, Bitter Freedom follows through from the War of Independence to
the end of the post-partition civil war in 1924. Walsh renders a history of insurrection, treaty, partition, and
civil war in a way that is both compelling and original. Breaking out this history from reductionist, uplifting
narratives shrouded in misguided sentiment and romantic falsification, the author provides a gritty, blow-by-
blow account of the conflict, from ambushes of soldiers and the swaggering brutality of the Black and Tan
militias to city streets raked by sniper fire, police assassinations, and their terrible reprisals; Bitter Freedom
provides a kaleidoscopic portrait of the human face of the conflict. Walsh also weaves surprising threads into
the story of Irish independence such as jazz, American movies, and psychoanalysis, examining the broader
cultural environment of emerging modernity in the early twentieth century, and he shows how Irish
nationalism was shaped by a world brimming with revolutionary potential defined by the twin poles of
Woodrow Wilson in America and Vladimir Lenin in Russia.

In this “invigorating account” (Spectator), Walsh demonstrates how this national revolution, which captured
worldwide attention from India to Argentina, was itself profoundly shaped by international events. Bitter
Freedom is "the most vivid and dramatic account of this epoch to date" (Literary Review).
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From reader reviews:

Carl White:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Bitter Freedom: Ireland in a
Revolutionary World book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Lilian Anderson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book Bitter Freedom: Ireland in a Revolutionary World it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Linda Christopher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with
regards to something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them is this Bitter Freedom: Ireland in a Revolutionary World.

Harold Smith:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for the
Bitter Freedom: Ireland in a Revolutionary World when you needed it?
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