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What does it mean to describe something or someone as absurd? Why did absurd philosophy and literature
become so popular amidst the violent conflicts and terrors of the mid- to late-twentieth century? Is it possible
to understand absurdity not as a feature of events, but as a psychological posture or stance? If so, what are
the objectives, dynamics, and repercussions of the absurd stance? And in what ways has the absurd stance
continued to shape postmodern thought and contemporary culture?

In Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity, Matthew H. Bowker offers a surprising account of absurdity as a
widespread endeavor to make parts of our experience meaningless. In the last century, he argues, fears about
subjects’ destructive desires have combined with fears about rationality in a way that has made the absurd
stance seem attractive. Drawing upon diverse sources from philosophy, literature, politics, psychoanalysis,
theology, and contemporary culture, Bowker identifies the absurd effort to make aspects of our histories, our
selves, and our public projects meaningless with postmodern revolts against reason and subjectivity.
Weaving together analyses of the work of Albert Camus, Georges Bataille, Judith Butler, Emmanuel
Levinas, and others with interview data and popular narratives of apocalypse and survival, Bowker shows
that the absurd stance and the postmodern revolt invite a kind of bargain, in which meaning is sacrificed in
exchange for the survival of innocence. Bowker asks us to consider that the very premise of this bargain is
false: that ethical subjects and healthy communities cannot be created in absurdity. Instead, we must make
meaningful even the most shocking losses, terrors, and destructive powers with which we live.

Bowker's book will be of interest to scholars and practitioners in the fields of political science, philosophy,
literature, psychoanalysis, sociology, and cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want have
more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one along with theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus,
Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Roger Everman:

The book with title Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of
Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can
get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Bethany Archie:

Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence
(Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Rethinking the Politics of
Absurdity: Albert Camus, Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political
Theory) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
considering.

Ronald Dotson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. Rethinking the Politics of Absurdity: Albert Camus,
Postmodernity, and the Survival of Innocence (Routledge Innovations in Political Theory) can be your
answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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